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Rollin (1661-1741), and others, all of whom wrote educational
treatises widely circulated. To these should be added as
representatives of these schools two of their most renowned
pupils, La Fontaine (1621-1695) and Pascal (1623-1662),
to whose Provincial Letters we owe much of the publicity
given to the work of this order and our knowledge of the
ground of the popular oppositions to the Jesuit education of
that period.
The members of the order were termed Port Royalists from
the convent where first the girls were trained and to which,
later, when vacated, St. Cyran moved with his solitaries.
The term little schools was adopted to avoid any appear-
ance of opposition to the university, which had been extremely
jealous of the educational work of the Jesuits, and to indicate
a characteristic practice, that of confining the work of the
schools to a few picked children who could be influenced
and shaped through close personal contact with the teacher.
Individual care of the pupil by the teacher was one of their
distinguishing marks, though this was carried to such an
extreme that the child was never left free to himself but
must be every hour of his childhood under the personal charge
of his teacher. This practice grew out of their fundamental
belief that the purpose of education was to shape the moral
and religious character of the child; to mold his will by
surrounding him with good influences. The prevailing
religious conception in education, that the child's nature was
wholly evil and that the work of education was to eradicate
this evil and replace it with a true religious spirit, they carried
to an extreme. This led to the adoption of some methods
of work that were far more restrictive and harsh than
those used by the Jesuit order. On the other hand, the
motive of their work as enunciated, probably for the first
time, in all of their writings and shown in their work,
""was" that of the love of the child. This same view which
led to so narrow a conception of education and so restric